


What Difference              
Does It Make?  

“What difference does 
the church make?” 



 



I. What difference did 
Jesus make in history? 

A. We could agree that Jesus has had an impact on 
History.  

B. Napoleon said, “I know men, and I tell you that 
Jesus Christ is no mere man.  

C. Let’s look at what Paul said about the influence 
of Jesus. 



Ephesians 1:21, far above all principality and power 
and might and dominion, and every name that is 
named, not only in this age but also in that 
which is to come. 22And He put all things under 
His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things 
to the church, 23which is His body, the fullness of 
Him who fills all in all. 

D. A Russian novelist, Fyodor Dostoyevsky:  

     “Even those who have renounced Christianity 
and attack it, in their inmost being still follow the 
Christian ideal.” 
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E. The difference Jesus made in history can be 
seen:  

Luke 4:18,“The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, 
Because He has anointed Me To preach the 
gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the 
brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty 
to the captives And recovery of sight 
to the blind, To set at liberty those who 
are oppressed; 19To proclaim the acceptable year 
of the Lord.” 
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F. Did you know that church backed health care is 
today the largest provider of health care in the 
world?  

Luke 9:11, But when the multitudes knew it, they 
followed Him; and He received them and spoke 
to them about the kingdom of God, and healed 
those who had need of healing.   

G. Of course, the impact of Christianity was echoed 
in the very formation of America. 
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2 Chronicles 7:14, “If my people who are called by 
my name will humble themselves and pray … I 
will hear from Heaven and heal their land.”  

H. You may know that the very first book ever 
printed was a Bible. 

I. Jesus’ impact can be clearly seen simply by 
walking through the streets of the great cities of 
Europe or the great museums of the world. 
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II. What difference can  
Jesus make today? 

A. Two thousand years ago, Jesus stood before His 
disciples and gave what has become known as 
the Great Commission.                                      

    “Go and make disciples of all nations.”  
B. I think it’s when the church stops being like 

Jesus and gets too caught up in the business of 
church that we begin to lose our way.  

Matthew 16:18, “And I tell you, you are Peter, and 
on this rock I will build my church, and the gates 
of hell shall not prevail against it.” 

C. Jesus is the Son of God!   



III. What difference could  
Jesus make in your life? 

A. I think we can all see what sort of difference 
Jesus and the church have made in history and 
the difference that Jesus is making in many 
places of the world today.  

B. I don’t know how you came in here this 
morning.  

2 Corinthians 5:17, Therefore, if anyone is in 
Christ, he is a new creation; old things have 
passed away; behold, all things have become 
new.  



  
  
  
  


